
Consensual sex between
two same-sex adults is
removed from the
Canadian Criminal Code

1971-1976The first successful “homophile
organization” was founded in
Vancouver

Organizing groups start in
Ontario, Nova Scotia, Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, and Alberta

1969

1973

2005 2012

2017

James Egan, prominent gay
activist, began publicly
challenging homophobia

1977       1977-1993
Territories/provinces prohibit
discrimination based on
sexual orientation1991

Ontario legalizes same sex
marriage

2021

1971

2003

The Fruit Machine
Funded by the Canadian
government, the RCMP
helped the government
investigate, identify, and fire
2SLGBTQIA+ people from
military and public service
sectors.

1981
Operation Soap

Toronto Police violently
raided 4 bathhouses,
arresting 304 men. This was
one of the largest mass
arrests in Canadian History.

1949A TIMELINE OF
2SLGBTQIA+ HISTORY
IN CANADA

1964

Gays and lesbians are
permitted as immigrants to
Canada

“Homosexuality” was no
longer classified as a mental
illness

Canada legalizes 2SLGBTQIA+
marriage 

2SLGBTQIA+ HISTORY 
IN CANADA

A TIMELINE OF LEGAL
RIGHTS IN CANADA

Ontario recognizes gender
identity and expression in its
HRs legislation

Canada recognizes gender
identity and expression in its
HRs legislation

Canada formally bans
conversion therapy

Rupert Raj presents as a
prominent trans activist

1971-1988

1992

BUT… it’s about more than rights. Just because a group has rights,
does not mean they no longer experience discrimination.

Toronto’s first Gay picnic

Canada became one of the
first Western nations to grant
refugee status due to
persecution based on sexual
orientation

The term “Two Spirit” is adopted
by the 2 Spirited People of the 1st
Nations

SIGNIFICANT ISSUES IN
CANADIAN HISTORY:

1940-1990'S

2000
Pussy Palace Raid

Toronto Police, masqueraded
as a liquor license check,
raided a women’s bathhouse,
violating the privacy of queer
women and trans folks. 

2003-2019
Serial Killer in Toronto’s Gay
Village
After at least 8 men went missing,
Bruce McArthur is arrested,
charged, and convicted of eight
counts of first-degree murder.

1972
Toronto’s first Pride March in
solidarity with the Stonewall
Rioters 


